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SUBJECT: BIOGRAPHIC INPORMATION ON NEW SPANISH AMBASSADOR 
TO MEXICO, LUIS CORONEL DE PALMA, THE MARQUES DE TEJADA 

1 . THE SPANISH GOVERNMENT RECENTLY ANNOUNCED THAT LUIS 
CORONEL DE PALMA, THE MARQUES DE TEJADA, FORMER GOVERNOR 
OP THE BANK OP SPAIN AND MEMBER OP THE SPANISH CORTES, 

HAS BEEN APPOINTED AS SPANISH AMBASSADOR TO MEXICO. MR. 

CORONEL WILL BE THE PIRST SPANISH AMBASSADOR TO MEXICO 
SINCE DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WERE SEVERED BETWEEN SPAIN 
AND MEXICO POLLOWING THE SPANISH CIVIL WAR. 

2. AMBASSADOR CORONEL WAS BORN IN MADRID ON 3 MAY 1925. 

HE HAS A LAW DEGREE PROM THE UNIVERSITY OF MADRID. A 
LAWYER AND ECONOMIST BY PROFESSION, H HAS PEN MO OP 

IS CAREER IN GOVERNMENT SERVICE. HE WAS CHILE OF THE 
TECHNICAL CABINET OP THE PINANCE MINISTRY IN 1957. THAT 
SAME YEAR HE BECAME SUBDIRECTOR GENERAL OP CREDITS AND 
INVESTMENTS IN THE DIRECTORATE GENERAL OP BANKS, MONEY 
AND INVESTMENTS. IN 1959 CORONEL DE PALMA WAS 
ELECTED DIRECTOR GENERAL OP THE CREDIT INSTITUTE OP 
THE GENERAL SAVINGS BANKS. 

3. CORONEL DE PALMA HAS SERVED AS A DELEGATE TO THE 
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INTERNATIONAL SAVINGS INSTITUTE AND WAS A DELEGATE TO THE 
1970 AND 1971 ANNUAL MEETINGS OP THE INTERNATIONAL 
MONETARY PUND AND THE INTERNATIONAL BANK POR RECONSTRUCTION 
AND DEVELOPMENT. HE ATTENDED, BY SPECIAL INVITATION, 

A MAY 1972 MEETING OP THE GOVERNORS OP THE CENTRAL BANKS OP 
MEMBER COUNTRIES OP THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES IN BASEL, 
SWITZERLAND. 
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4. A MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF SEVERAL ECONOMIC 
AND FINANCIAL COMPANIES, HE RECEIVED THE DAG HAMMARSKJOLD 
PRIZE FOR HIS CONTRIBUTION TO THE EXPANSION OF SPANISH 
INDUSTRY. A MEMBER OF THE CORTES (PARLIAMENT) SINCE 1961, 

HE HAS SERVED ON THAT BODY'S COMMISSIONS OF FINANCE AND 
GOVERNMENT. 

5. IN JULY 1970, CORONEL WAS APPOINTED BY GENEBL FRANCO 
AS GOVERNOR OF THE BANK OF SPAIN, A POST HE HELD UNTIL 
JULY, 1976. CORONEL PRIVATELY EXPLAINED AT THAT TIME TO 
THE DCM THAT HE HAD BEEN DISMISSED BY THE NEWLY APPOINTED 
PRESIDENT SUAREZ, AT LEAST OSTENSIBLY, DUE TO STATEMENTS HE, 
CORONEL, HAD MADE DURING A RECENT TRIP TO ISRAEL CONCERNING 
HIS FEELING THAT DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS BETWEN SPAIN AND 
ISRAEL MIGHT WELL BE ESTABLISHED. THIS STATEMENT CREATED A 
STRONG REACTION BY VARIOUS ARAB NATIONS AND PRESIDENT SUAREZ 
EVIDENTLY ASKED FOR CORONEL'S RESIGNATION. A CONTRIBUTING 
FACTOR MAY HAVE BEEN THE SIMPLY A DESIRE AT THAT TIME TO MAKE A 
CHANGE IN THE POSITION OF GOVERNORS OF THE BANK OF SPAIN. 
FOLLOWING HIS DEPARTURE FROM THE BANK OF SPAIN, HE DEVOTED MORE 
TIME TO HIS POSITION AS PRESIDENT OF THE SPANISH CONFED- 
ERATION OF SAVINGS BANKS. 

6. CORONEL IS UNDERSTOOD TO KNOW PRESIDENT LOPEZ PORTILLO 
FAIRLY WELL, PRESUMABLY FROM THEIR HAVING ATTENDED INTER- 
NATIONAL FINANCIAL MEETINGS TOGETHER. THIS IS THOUGHT 

TO HAVE BEEN AN IMPORTANT CONSIDERATION IN HIS HAVING BEEN 
NAMED. IT ALSO PROBABLY IS SIGNFICANT THAT FOREIGN MINISTER 
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OREJA WAS APPOINTED TO THE BANK OF SPAIN AS HEAD OF FOREIGN 
RELATIONS BY CORONEL WHEN HE WAS GOVERNOR. OREJA WAS IN THAT 
JOB FOR A YEAR AND A HALF. 

7. PERSONAL: AMBASSADOR CORONEL IS A WELL-GROOMED, SUAVE 
MAN, WHO SEEMS TO APPRECIATE OPPORTUNITIES TO EXCHANGE 
VIEWS WITH AMERICAN OFFICALS. HE IS MARRIED AND HAS FOUR 
CHILDREN.STABLER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION, AMBASSADORS, PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 06-May-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977MADRID03518 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770161-0172 

Format: TEL 
From: MADRID 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770586/aaaacvvz.tel 

Line Count: 105 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 00bb8a99-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION INR 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 1 -Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2617329 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION ON NEW SPANISH AMBASSADOR TO MEXICO, LUIS CORONEL DE PALMA, THE MAROUES DE TEJADA 
TAGS: PFOR, SP, MX, (CORONEL DE PALMA, LUIS) 

To: MEXICO 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/00bb8a99-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



